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1841. 



AT THE 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, May 24, 1841, 

The following Report from the Council was read : — 
The Council has great pleasure in being enabled to lay before 
the Society a satisfactory statement of its affairs. 

Since the last anniversary, forty new Members have been 
elected ; sixteen vacancies have occurred, of which nine by death, 
and seven by resignation ; seven elected Members, whose names 
had by courtesy been placed upon the list, though they had not paid 
their admission fee, have been struck off, never having paid any- 
thing. The Society now consists of 7 14 Members, exclusive of 
sixty-three Foreign Honorary and Corresponding Members. 
One Foreign Corresponding Member has been added to our list 
since the last anniversary, namely, the Viscount de Santarem. 

Finances. — The state of the finances, of which the details are 
annexed, continues satisfactory. The sum of 350/. has been 
sold out of the funds in order to defray the extraordinary ex- 
penses incurred for the necessary preservation and arrangement 
of the Society's valuable maps and charts, leaving the sum of 
4150/. as the capital stock invested in the funds. 

A farther sum of 300Z. for the Kurdistan expedition has been 
paid out of the annual receipts without encroaching upon the 
Society's capital. 

Arrears. — The arrears due to the Society on the 1st of January 
amounted to 6781; 1571. have since been recovered; 661. are 
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cancelled by elimination of the seven members above mentioned, 
who should not in strictness have been considered members, 
never having, by their presence or payment of admission fee, 
sanctioned their election ; and 1 76Z. are considered as irreco- 
verable, being the arrears of thirteen defaulters, whose names, in 
conformity with the regulations, are suspended in the Society's 
rooms : still leaving 2,791- in arrears ; but as these are chiefly due 
from members abroad, it is hoped that a large part of this is 
recoverable. 

Her Majesty's Donation. — The plan adopted by the Council 
last year, of converting her Majesty's donation into two gold 
medals of equal value, has been followed this year, and will con- 
tinue to be so in future. The Council has awarded the Founder's 
Medal to Lieutenant Raper, R.N., for his excellent work on 
Practical Navigation and Nautical Astronomy, and for his very 
valuable papers on Longitudes in the ' Nautical Magazine ;' and 
the Patron's Medal to Lieutenant Wood, I.N., for his journey to 
and re-discovery of the source of the Oxus, and for his valuable 
labours on the Indus. 

Resignation of Secretary. — The Council, in announcing offi- 
cially the resignation of Captain Washington from the office of 
Secretary to the Society, do so with regret, and conceive it to be 
their duty thus publicly to record the high sense they entertain 
of the unwearied zeal he has ever displayed, and of the valuable 
services rendered by him to the Society. To his enlightened and 
unceasing activity must be ascribed in no ordinary degree the 
great advance which the Society has made in securing the confi- 
dence and good opinion of the public, and the increasing interest 
which is now so extensively felt in geographical discoveries and 
investigations. He has lately been appointed to the command of 
one of her Majesty's surveying vessels in the North Sea; and 
while every one will admit that the selection has been most judi- 
cious for the benefit of the service, the Council feel persuaded 
that the Society will join with them in congratulating Captain 
Washington on his appointment, and in anticipating with pleasure 
the success which his talents and industry cannot fail to secure. 
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Publications. — The Journal of the Society, for 1840, has, 
like that of the preceding year, been issued in three parts ; the 
edition being 1500 copies. 

The Council, ever desirous of diffusing the information con- 
tained in its publications, has included the Royal Academy of 
Sciences of Stockholm in the list of scientific bodies to which the 
Journal is presented. 

The Journal of the Society has hitherto been edited by the 
Secretary ; but the particular nature of that publication, requiring 
much discrimination and judgment in the selection and arrange- 
ment for publication, of the materials sent home by travellers, 
renders the task of editing one of extraordinary labour and time ; 
added to which, the extent which the Society has acquired of late, 
and the consequent increase of official duty, are such, that the 
labours of editing the Journal and transacting the ordinary busi- 
ness of the Society have become too multifarious to be efficiently 
performed by one person. Accordingly, on the resignation of the 
Secretaryship by Captain Washington, the Council resolved to 
divide the labour between two individuals. The Secretaryship 
was offered to Colonel Jackson, who has accepted it, subject to 
the sanction of the Society ; and our learned Foreign Secretary, 
having offered to undertake the labour of editing the Journal 
without salary, but with an allowance of 100/. a-year for such 
assistance of amanuenses, &c, as he might require, the Council 
has gratefully accepted the proposal, subject in like manner to 
the sanction of the Society. In the mean time, the Council think 
proper to add that the greater portion of the third part of the 
tenth volume has been edited under the new arrangement. 

Expeditions. — The Kurdistan expedition, undertaken under 
the joint auspices of this Society and of the Society for the Dif- 
fusion of Christian Knowledge, and confided to the charge of 
Mr. Ainsworth and Mr. Rassam, has closed its labours. A de- 
tailed report of the second Journey across Asia Minor, from 
Constantinople to Mosul, has been printed in the last published 
Part of the Society's Journal. Mr. Ainsworth's last report, con- 
taining his Journey among the Nestorian Christians, has just 
been received, and will appear in a subsequent Number. 
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Library. — The accessions to the library consist of upwards of 
380 volumes and 290 maps and charts. For a large portion of 
the latter the Society is indebted to the liberality of the Board of 
Admiralty. 

The Council, desirous of rendering the Society the grand 
focus of geographical knowledge, are particularly anxious that 
the library and its collection of maps and charts should be as 
complete as possible ; but to effect this solely from its own funds 
would be to diminish in a great degree its available means of pro- 
moting the other objects for which the Society was instituted ; 
whereas the collective exertions of members would effect much 
at a very trifling cost to themselves individually. Very valuable 
geographical works, accounts of travels and of countries, old atlases 
and maps, highly useful for the purposes of comparative geography, 
are frequently to be procured for very small sums. By purchasing 
and presenting such to the library of the Society it might soon 
be greatly augmented. The object to which on this subject we 
would tend is, that no work relating to geography, no map or 
chart extant, should be wanting to the library of the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society of London; and the Council therefore take 
this opportunity of appealing to the liberality, and, perhaps, they 
may add, to the laudable pride of its members. If each one of 
our 700 members were to present but one volume to the Society 
yearly, we might hope, in a very short time, to possess almost 
everything of value to the science we profess to cultivate. 
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